4, Questions to Ministers without notice - The ChieMinister
The Bailiff:

Very well, that brings questions to the Minister f8ocial Security to an end and we now move to
questions to the Chief Minister.

4.1 Deputy M. Tadier:

The Chief Minister will be aware that the JerseyeClaeavers among others have been asking for Mr.
Marsden from Verita to be brought over to Jersegrasent his report and for Verita to be given gimaé
platform to Mr. Williamson and his report. The €hiMinister is also aware that Mr. Marsden has
expressed his willingness to come over to Jers@jill the Chief Minister now formally invite Mr.
Marsden to come to Jersey to talk to States Membemresent his report and his terms of referemze
explain why he has put them in there; and if ndttive Chief Minister explain why not?

Senator 1.J. Gorst (The Chief Minister):

| said some weeks ago prior to the presentatioiMbyWilliamson that | would consider it. | am
considering obviously now the way forward with rehao a proposition for the States to support the
Committee of Inquiry. | have not yet made a decisnh that regard.

4.1.1 Deputy M. Tadier:

| am at the point of lodging a proposition askihg Chief Minister to bring Mr. Marsden over so that
States Members can have the full benefit of hisitirgs well as Mr. Williamson’s. In order to save
perhaps myself and the Greffier and the Assemlby af time, would the Chief Minister simply, fone
sake of fairness, give Mr. Marsden and States Mesnthee same access to information and the same
platform that Mr. Williamson has had so that Std¢egnbers can make an informed decision before he
lodges his proposition with suggested terms ofregfee.

Senator |.J. Gorst:

If the Deputy is in the process of doing that tikeriously | will consider that as well and | wilbsak to
him after this meeting.

4.2 Deputy J.M. Macon:

In that case is the Minister able to inform the &mably in his own mind what deadline he is workiagrt
order to lodge the Committee of Inquiry, given kegth of this particular issue?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

The Deputy will be aware that an individual has smadntact with me and copied all States Members and
I am in the process of replying to that to requesteeting, so | want that to take place, but | @arng
myself the next fortnight after which I hope toibe position to lodge.

4.3 Deputy G.P. Southern:

Does the Chief Minister not consider that his Miaisfor Transport and Technical Services has
abandoned T.U.P.E. (Transfer of Undertakings (Rtime of Employment)) principles in his handling of
the change of the bus operator when he states“Despite the hindrance of the previous staff tfans
we must not allow the same political involvemenstifie a contractor again”?

Senator I.J. Gorst:

I do not think that any Member of this Assembly Wwbaondone an unofficial strike that we now are
seeing the second day of and | do not either. Mingster of Transport and Technical Services - hath
nervous about making this statement because | kitogve it leads - has my support. | believe thaishe
working well and he has endeavoured to delivelbdst possible future bus service for this communiity
believe that if there are concerns those concdrosld be addressed around the table and | hopalihat
parties in very early course will be able to gatkbaround the table and discuss where the diffesitire
and a way forward through them.

4.3.1 Deputy G.P. Southern:



Nonetheless, does the Chief Minister consider tdrams and conditions and staff transfer have nehbe
achieved in this particular changeover?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

We are in the middle of discussions and those d&ouns should be allowed to take place. | do raoitw

to go into a technical answer about terms and tiomdi at this point; the best thing is not for roebe
politically involved but to allow the Minister toetj on and continue on the course which he has set
himself and that is to deliver a better and mommm@hensive bus service for this community. | hope
that Members of this Assembly will support him.

Deputy G.P. Southern:
And creating a strike.
4.4 The Connétable of St. John:

Is the Minister happy that much time has been saepéarty conferences by Ministers of all 3 partied
who picks up the bills for the transport and hqtetlsetera; is it the public?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

We cannot have improved and enhanced internatemgdgement and conversations with U.K. political
parties and government, which Members of this Asdernave criticised previous Chief Ministers and
Ministers, without Ministers leaving this fair istand having to visit other places. That is theppse of
visits to the U.K. political conferences.

[12:00]

| know that even now Senator Routier is having iy peoductive visit to the Conservatives, | hadrst@
the Labour Party conference, and Senator Bailhdichéo the Liberal Democrats. It is the right tpito
do, it is getting the Jersey message out, it isihglpeople to understand our constitutional reteghip, it

IS helping people to understand our economy andbénefit that we provide to the United Kingdom and
across Europe, it is the right thing to do. Theig well knows that it is paid for out of departmed
budgets and those budgets come via the taxpayer.

4.4.1 The Connétable of St. John:

Does the Minister not realise that he and his agiles are being used by the U.K. and have thdinsra
picked, we saw what happened to L.V.C.R. (Low Valmmsignment Relief)gt cetera, and does he not
understand that we are sometimes too forward imgihis colleagues and our colleagues in the U.K.
information that should be held closer to our chese?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

I do not. | believe in positive engagement. lidet in building consensus, despite the fact thatleen
referred to this morning as cowardly. It is abgaljthe right thing to do. We have a good relagitp
with the United Kingdom Government, we need to o to build that and not just with the present
Government but with all political parties.

The Connétable of St. John:

You are happy that they rape the Island?

The Bailiff:

You have asked 2 questions.

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| am sorry, what was that question? | think itdweto be addressed.

The Connétable of St. John:

You are happy that the U.K. Government come alanrape our Island of our various businesses.
Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| am not sure, is that a parliamentary term? E¥ns, the U.K. Government - as this Governmdaogs
- acts in its own interest and that is why commata and building of relationships and understagdi



of decisions made here or made elsewhere and teetethat they might have upon us is absolutely
vitally important and | would suggest that the Digfsiquestion answers his previous questions about
why it is so important.

Deputy M. Tadier:

Sir, can | raise a point of order? | would notmally do this but | have to object to that expresdieing
used in this contest because people have beempgléor using words which are similarly offensive.
know it was not intended that way but...

The Bailiff:

No, | do not consider it is out of order to sayttbae Government has, in effect, raped anotheat iEha
part of political debate.

4.5 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

Given the recent publicity surrounding the BBC dneir deceased employee, plus the current staries |
the press, does the Chief Minister not consider ttie broader investigation - as outlined by Veriia
the correct way forward?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

There have been many investigations into variopgas of both the Haut de la Garenne investigation
and child care services. They are a matter ofipubtord and, as | said, | am considering andgimin
together the 2 strands of those terms of referaaage speak.

4.5.1 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

But the additional publicity that we have had otver last few weeks surely makes a broader invegtiga
absolutely imperative?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:
That is the Senator’s position and | will takenitoi consideration in reaching my decision.
4.6 Deputy J.H. Young:

The Chief Minister in his written answer to Deply Fondré, question 13 today, about working groups
influencing Minister’'s decisions and policy, pubks a list of 179 working groups, mainly of civil
servants. His answer also makes a commitmentear@ss and accountability. Can he confirm that he
supports a principle of transparency of those erites and would he arrange to review all of the 179
bodies to ensure that their arrangements for paidic of minutes and so on comply with that pritei

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| thought, if anything, the answer showed that é¢hexy far more cross-departmental working than
sometimes we, as politicians, are aware of. Ikltis a very comprehensive answer providing detafi
working groups and how they are helping Ministersi¢velop policy. | am not sure that a reviewhsf t
127 would be a particular good use of time. If Beputy has particular ones that he thinks perlaaps
not functioning correctly or would like to see rewied then of course | will be happy to considet.tha

4.6.1 Deputy J.H. Young:

There are a number on there that plainly strayolildl suggest, into policy areas which | will centgi
draw to the Minister's attention. But my pointhiirik is that the public and Members of this Assgmbl
need to be aware of these groups. | personallywegssurprised to see so many. | am gratefutter
list but | ask the Minister to ensure that thoseugs function within a proper structure rather tharery
ad hoc arrangement where we do not know of théstence.

The Bailiff:
What is your question, Deputy?
Deputy J.H. Young:

Will he have a further look at the groups - inchglithe ones that | will identify for him after toda
Assembly - to ensure that there is transparenayflolences on Ministers?



Senator 1.J. Gorst:
As | said previously, of course | will, yes.
4.7 Deputy J.A. Hilton:

Members attended on Andrew Williamson and the tesf®ference just a couple of weeks ago and at
that meeting | raised the question of extendingtithescale of the inquiry, which | believe is frdr60

to 1994, to include the whole of the 1990s. CanQhief Minister tell me whether he has consid¢nad
request and if he has not would he please do so?

Senator |.J. Gorst:

The Deputy raises a very good point. | have hadespondence, which | believed all States Members
were copied in on, from the Jersey Care Leaversbgigtion and that was one particular point thay th
were concerned about - the cut off time - and gtoee, | am considering it.

4.8 The Connétable of St. Helier:

Would the Chief Minister join me in congratulatitige organisers, sponsors, volunteers - especladly t
Honorary Police - and most of all the participaimsSunday’s Jersey Marathon, and could he tell me
whether this type of event led tourism and comnmuexent has the full support of the Council of
Ministers?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

Yes, | can join with him in congratulating thoseomwook part and those who organised what | believe
was a successful marathon. As the Connétable knofestunately | was not in the Island on Sundaty bu

| was visiting Bad Wurzach and perhaps | would li&eongratulate the Connétable for the work tleat h

and St. Helier have been doing with Bad Wurzachjgit a very moving occasion and one that | believe
that more people should build upon and perhaps vigit | know that the Connétable has done aflot o

work in that twinning association and developingttprocess and | congratulate him in return. With
regard to event-led tourism, yes, | am indeed stjweoof it.

4.9 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Given the Chief Minister’s highly dismissive resgerto my questions earlier, can he confirm thashe
speaking from a position of knowledge insomuch as e taken up my suggestion of several weeks that
he reads the Sharp Report so he is familiar wighappalling child abuse that certain individualgeve
quite happy to cover up and then become a Jurat?

The Bailiff:
| think the question was, have you read the ShayoR?
Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| think it was more about the suggested dismissagponse. | do not believe that | was dismisdive,
simply reiterated the difficult nature of politicia trying to - | do not want to use the word “iféee” -
but the relationship with the judiciary. So we chhelieve, be proud of the independence betweeset

2 arms of government in this jurisdiction. | renag, and the Deputy alluded to some areas of conce
but I am not certain that standing and exchanglgsjacross this Assembly is the best way to déhl w
those. As | have said previously, if there aretiimgte concerns then of course | will considemthelf

he thinks that the political oversight is inappiiafg and needs to be enhanced then we need to/éiysl
forward and not jibe across this Assembly becadigheoimportant democratic principles at the bake o
that separation.

4.9.1 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Could | ask that the Minister answers the questi@s he now read the Sharp Report because it is so
important?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:
No, | have not.



